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Thia country ben first fount by the early settler 8 open. The 
only vrowth being lane trees. Sven on the larger etreem und creeks the 
ér th consisted of oak, hickory, elm, sh and other trees, there being 
an entire absence of the smill buahy growth no plentiful. In 
the lo.er stiff lends reed was abundent, nd in pleces to this day reed 


is found growing. 


It £s naturel in the absence of shade timt oracees growluxuriently 
end furnish the finest pacturage for lurge pean ard the etock brought into 
the country. deefi it was the atories of gave ani fine pasturage carried 
tac’ by those who came over to spy the country, th:t induced many of the 
early settlers to leave their nativ hearths for pesturea, new, here wild 
ecventure helé charm far every men. “© ny men of v6 ithend influence 
torether with those leas fortunate in the race of life, cere ‘ere by wagon 
train trin ine their slnves,cattie, hogs, horse andother stock, and 
pitched their tents in tho forest exposed to tke raidsof red skins and 
the ravagoa of boar, panther and other ferocious beasta. It took courege 
to face the new conditions, but these e rly settlers hed nerve hich coon 
Geveloped a heroism of which their deecendents feel proud. Amone those ‘ho 


cave here in the early twentiee was Allen Cooley of outh Carolin . Hse 


brought his slaves as well as stock aid na Other tings, his son ¥ 


illiam, hed en Indian pony mere, bereft of oneeer. Re settled three miles 
southeset of the tom where the etchume ho reside and after belling his 


horses turned them on the Range. One 


night when the stook cams up "Crep" wes miesing. She failed to come up 
t e next day, end the day after tt. Cooley instituted a roh which 
Teveeled the f ot that the ani 1 hed started away fro her ne ho 

end gone in a northerly direction. Fe and his son started to follo the 
trail. They tookes tobet along with which to blaze the trail so they 
might not get lost in the forest. They treoked her elong by oe spring 
heeds west of the squsre, on up through old Ozerk and up Henry Blook'sa 
tro miles this side of Louisville where she had stoppeé and 1d been 
taken up. either fnmily knew of the other at that ti:e, bt the inci- 
dent served to make friends of them anf they exchanged visite. 

When Henry was divided seni its territary beoams Dele and Renry 
counties the county seat st 01d iohmond, or iggin’s Springs, ten milee 
east of Newton, cenged to be the judioial cemtre, the courthouse for 
Dale being located et Daleville and timt for Henry at Ooluxia. Soon 
after a commission s appointed to vie out a road from Daleville to 
Louisville with instructions to follow as olosely as possible the Cacley 
treil efter they reached. it. The read then established with little olange 
is the road now traveled between theese tro points by way of Ozark, Opon- 
ed up this i ediete vioinity for its fireat settlemants. Amo the first 
to traverse the expended trail w:re John Merrick, Sr., ond hie son John 
Merrick Jr., who resided in Barbour County. Seeing thie -ree goodly 
lami the rriocks decia2d to ke it tueir home, and the nior Merriok 
entered the parcel of land on ioh the present town of Ozark is pertly 
built and ereoted a log houee in which to live in the midst of the street. 
a little north of the Anirews boarding house. Theat was the first settle- 
meade in what is now Ozark. Across the new roed, near where Jheriff 


EB. . Co Dowling’s residence stands errick built a sneall log howe in 


which he kept whiakey. In those Geys there were many mighty amd vorael- 
ous reptiles in this country, end an antidote of this kind was oonaider- 
ed in quinon of every household. This was the first meroantile ven- 
ture for this section ani the new looality wes celled Merriok'e, Having 
werried Miss anne Mathews, daughter of “losee Mathews, John Merrick, Jr., 
aettled the place now owned and ccoupied by fT. &- Blsokman Sr., and in 
1827 built another log etorethere in which liquors were eold. Re vros- 
pereé ani his wealth ané honors inoreased. Citizen soldiery was the rage 
in those days anf every beat was organized with ite met r groum! oon- 
iently located whsre misters were held quarterly. The mater ground for 
this beat was at wheat is now known as the Carroll Churoh, though it was 
settled by Curtis Byrd in 1828. John Merrick, Jr., was Dmilasioned 
Colonel of the county militia in 1846. 

In 1844 Jom BD. sorrell moved to Woodshop from Bartour County and 
opened a mercantile businsss on a more extensive scale, carrying dry 
goods and a general aesortnent of merohandise, After a yeer or 80 he 
followed the early treng of settlers in this direction ed builta awl) 
store on tp of the hill wisre the reefgaence of Jams Moseley now stands. 
It was not until the spring of 1651 tit another mercantile venture was 
mde wren ¥%. FR. & YF. &. Martin, brothers, built a small log house to the 
north of John éerrick's esteblishmmt ané put ine «mall stock. But they 
dissolved in the fall ud qiit business. In 1852 Ton Bullard oceme in snd 
bought out the iferriok stand ari continued business there for a short 
tim end thea built a small board stare house near the road end opened up. 

The post office at Woodshop having been discontinued beoeuse it was 
moh trouble with little compensation to th: Poetmster. The commnity 


asked the general governamt to establish an office at Swllerd's. Tha 


oa aad 

reguest was grentad asd Tom Buljerd wee appointed postmeter, the nam 
Woodshop teing retained. On the lat., of Sept., 1853 tr. E. T. Matthews 
bought an interest in Mr. Bullard’s busizess ané they continued the ca- 
terprise under the firm name of Bullard & Kethe s ustil tbe spring of 
1835 when 4, Mathews purchased Mr. Bullazdi's interest @d becams sole 
proprietor. It was now necessary to have a new Postmater, and accompany tng 
the petition was a request that the name be changed from #oodshop 
to Ozark, The neve occured to Mr. Me Te Mothovs fron reacine ths history 
of the Ozark tribe of Indians which inhabited the section of couarty 
traversed by the Ozark mountains in Missouri end Arkansas. Mr, Mathews 
was eppointed to succeeé Mr. Bullerd as Fost Master. Be then enlarged the 
building, a portion of whioh still stands end beiag of a wealthy fenily 
he readily found eane to largely increase the cepacity of his estab- 
lishment for serving the public. In 185% iM. J. H. Carroll, son of 
Nejor Jim Qerroll, ore, erected a wuiléing acrose the roed end opened 
up a stock of groceries. Ib 1858, a partnership was formed between Jno, 
Vi. Dowling, Jro, Fo MN. Martin and J. Carroll, under the firm new of 
Carroll, Dowling & Martin. These firms continued business until the wer 
broke out, when buainese became demrelized ani one after the other of 
these gentlemen enlisted to fight for the cause of the oonfedernoy. The 
stirring, exciting ecenes of the sixties are reacrved for a special 
otapter, which will follow later. 

hen the war closed those who had survived the etorms of exposure 
to weather and the tullets of the enemy, retirned hose to find them 
selves almost on an equal footing in tbe race of life. Farms hed gone 
down, stock were scattered, ami the broken families gathered about moins 


of former plenty and foafort to weep, but not without hope. There was 


wealth in the soil md fortune store¢é in the future forall who ould 
erecp it. New resolutions were foried end with that Getertined, calm 
courage for whioh the southerner is noted in poetry end sons ths people 
went to wrk with a will to regain what had been lost in mnflict. They 
eucoeeded and within a yeer signe of Sew life were vieible onevery hand, 
Dariog the lest year of the war. M. =. T. Mathews was furloughed on 
account of siokness endves with his fai;ily when Lee wrrendered at 
Appomattox. During his absence the stare hed been looked efter by rae 
Methews end her elder son, %. T. Je Mathews, who at that tise was well 
up in his t¢ens. In Deo amber thet year he s03d his interest here to 
Judge Zé. Rioherds of Eufaula anf removed with his family to Greenville, 
Ala., where he again embarked in business. erlier in tie feli of the 
seme year, Meesrs. John Huff ani om. Ferrow cams to Ozark from Heary 
county “ith their families. They beuzht the incompleted store started 
by John W. Dowling before the var scuth of the one erested by Cerroll 
in 1856, completed it and opened up a stook of general mrchendice 
umnfer the firm nene of Huff & Barrow. In the year 1867 plane end epseol= 
fications for a new Masonic Fall with stores below were submitted for 
bids ené the building erecteé to the south and eset of the Mathews store 
some fifty yards. In 1866 the firm of wf & Barrow wes dissolved by 
gatual consent, . Derroy continued Business at the old stam! and ir. 
Gaff forming a partnerahip with Dr. J. C. Holman opened tisiness in the 
south half of the new Meronic building. “‘r. Cader Carroll and ur. James 
Johneon fornad e business pertnership under the firm nawe of Carroll & 
Johneon end did businege on the north side. The eme yeer Williem Faust 
came to Ozark from Georgia end opensd a grocery store in the building 


formerly ocoupied by Carroll, Dowling & Martin. 


C= 

This completed the commeroiel erswth of what is now called 614 
Ozerk, anf soon « new end unexpected era dawned upon this section which 
meade it the oenter of the judicial ease wall as commercial interest of the 
county. The question of removing the courthouse from Newton waich had 
teen discussed for several years we submitted to a wte of the people 
in 1869. At a meeting of the board of county Comnisaioners thee pisces 
were vleced in nomination before tke Boearti~—Nerton, where the county seat 
was then located, Ozark, ani the center of the county whioh was three 
miles south of the present site. After s epirited disaission in chich 
attorneys representing the several interests took part, it we decided 
to let the race between Newton end Ozark, end the to rivel toms were 
placed before the euffrages of the county. The contert was warea with 
viror, even bitterly, Ozark winning ont in the end. Immediately after 
the romilt was offiolally declared a new site wes selected. Lanes were 
bought from “ire. Mery Gray, Pev. C. Smith and others, the purchases 
emraoing the old Merrick settlemnt a talf mile south of the ol€ town, 
Denial unn wes employed to lay off the naw town end assisted by 
Col John ‘erriok. The contract for a new court house was let to Dr. ¥. 
LL. illigan and it was completed in 1870. The first etore set up at the 
naw town was removed from Newton by Jesse Barnes to the n@ thwent corner 
of the squsre where C. 0. Beasley is now doing busineas, food & Osrmichael, 
@ prominent law firm, removing their tym story law office tc a lot next 
to Berne's. Tobe Martin rentad the lower room amd openef a small stock of 
fency proceries. These were followsd by Maneon D. Hart of Newton, Jeke 
£eell of this vicinity enf Wm. Barrow. During the save year Jno. W. 
Dowling and Jamss EH. Garner formed a yartuerebip end opened business in 


their new stcre on the north aids of the public agiare, the etock being 


dought in Aucust, During the fall Joseph A. Afeans removed the "Southern 
Star" the county paper from Newton to a tuilding on the northwest cor- 
wer of the equare. The new town then hed e neispaper and under an able 
ani loyal editoriel spnagement did noble servise for the young city in 
the pin s. jimy naw reeldencee ené pleces of business followed in repid 
succeseion end the new town eoon deren to easuaes the appesranse of a 
prosperous little oity. 

In 1890 the north side of the square was yisited by a destructive 
fire mre than two-thirds of its busiuess being reduced to ashes, inolu- 
ding the mammoth mrcemtile eateblisimmt of Jno..%. Dowling. Only a few 
brick buildings were hexve then, put the fire demonstreted the necessity 
for brick instead of wood and the burnt district ws rebuilt with brick 
ami sorter. Zany others followed in tic next year. In the sumser of 1A86 
the courthouse built by Dr. Milligan was burned down and all offioisl 
records destroyeé. The contract for a new briok structure was let to 
Capt. 2% MeTye and milt in 1885. 

Ever since the tew county seat was laid off the question of getting 
a railroad through this section had been agitated. Public metings both 
at Newton and Ozark were held for the purpose of eduosting public asenti- 
ment up to offering material induceremte * reilroed mnagemmts to dulld 
roeds. In the spring of 1890 the Central of Georgia completed its line to 
this point and in the fall the Alabam Midiend ran ites oars into the 
eorporate limite of the town. The local limits of trade expented to thet 
of a central mrket for a large territory tc the suth @d west instead 
of going to Montgomry, Greenville, Fufeula and river points, farmm_re 
brought their staple to Ozark. Ample provieions were mede in tis mng 


end commercial cmrkets for handling cotton snd more than 20,000 bales 


ere 

were sold to local buyers, the mrchants here securing the trade hither- 
te going elsewhere. They prospered, many of them growing wealthy, bulld- 
ing new brick etores, menificant residences and Jsying by omall fortunes 
on which they and their families are yet living in comfort end enjoying 


tha fruits of their kean business foresight. 
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From “The Southern Ster"=—-May 17, 1899 

To overcome and %o0 congusr the many obetecles in the way of olyil- 
izetion in the settlemant of &) unnamed forest inhabited only by red 
skins and wild beasts, requires nothing short of a heroism born of feer- 
lessness end constantly mrtured by the burning fires of e noble manhood. 
The constent dread of attadc at the hands of a wily, treacherous eneny, 
end the menaciry dangera to family and pcesesasions from powarful ané 
viciours wild beasts, called for the dieplay of no ordinary courege, in no 
ordinary degree while it requireé wisdom and stesdy aim to lay the foun~ 
dations broad enf deap for the olyilizations sich were to be built upon 
them by generations yet to be horn, the early settlers of this territory 
possessed these quelifications in a marked degree and the steady blows 
uneryringly dealt a comson foe in an uneven race for the survival of the 
fittest, but demonstrated the wisdom which oharaoterize’ their well lal4é 
Plens. 

On the morning of February 20th 1828, Reddin Byrd left his confort- 
eble home in the olf Morth State, tringiag his femily with him, He ta 
eight sone Issac, Curtis ,Willien,kdwerd Hensel Benjanin, and Bertie to- 
gether with several deughters. They cama inwagons ani horse certs, ani 
were accomanied ty William Martin, who was made leader of the party be-~ 
cause it wes his second trip and a young man by the mae of Alien Ella. 
They alTived at Willien Anirews tw miles southeast of Ozark just ons 
month later to a day. They remained there a couple of weeks after which 


Mr.Byrd moved to what is now imown es the Carzoll Church, one aie east 


10 


of town, and cleardd eight acres north of the house where he mde his 
first crop. Corn was scerde here in early days ani Ieaac, Curtis and 
Williem the eldex eons soveht employment in the lower edge of Faxrbour 
county with e man by the name of Yilson Collins, who supplied the fanily 
with sufficient coxn to do them thet year. 

Curtis Byrd was young anf handsoms and populer ith the fer young 
People here, emong whomwas Mies Elizabeth, the pretty datiehter of Judge 
H.Yarper, vho resided near the Blook House. A mitueal friendship epreng 
up between them which ripmed into love and later they ware mrried. 

In the fall of 1831, Curtis Byrd entered a homestead on the hill 
beyond big Claybank where he erected a log house which wes used for all 
house keeping purposes. The young couple went steadily to wrk to buila 
for themselves a hom and a neme thet ehould be known anf honored by 
generations yet unborn. Ae the years went by their borders were enlarged 
end soon servents were added to the family possession, mre houses were 
butlt,lerger areas were put in cultivation and fortune emiled on the 
secred union by giving them in the cow'se of time, fourteen children, 
equally divided only eight of whom reached the estate of man eng oman- 
hood. MreByré lived at this place for mre then helf century when he 
had tha misfortune to lose his honored companion by death, ené he went 
to live with his children who had rexsried off end built honorable homs 
for themselves, At the present he divides his tine between his eon-in-lew 
Sem Blacicson who- married Loulee, Henry Harris who merried Marths, ané 
Birt Byrd his second son. 

In 1850 there was little preaching through this section, Occasion~ 
ally a miselonery passed thie way holding services at the homas of the 


settlers for the most part. Tha only place of public worship now called 
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3e 
to mind was located at what was known as thacross roads, here the Newton 


road crosses the old Three Notch road not fer from the residence of 

Bev. Nempsey Coling. Mr.Gyrd bad come froma country of church eng 
schools and determined to erect a house dedicated to the servioes of God 
snd open to any minister who preached His word. He asscolated with him- 
self his two brothers, Ievao and Williame Eli Ruffin, William Andres, 
John Merriok,%illiam Martin and others, ané in the sumser of 1830 erect- 
ed a round log house at the head of the spring where Claybank church now 
stands. It stood east and west sons forty yards northwest of the present 
pbuilding, hed no ohimey and tut ons door and that on the south sida, 

It stood a monument to the well memning enterprise of these early set- 
tlers. Several years before it waa oocupied, but finally preaohing there 
wes begun and has continued to this day. Tha first interment at Claydank 
wea the remins of Jesse Johnson.,fethar of the late Daniel Johnson, 

The next was the first wife of Anthony Sindham and the third was the wife 
of Arias Mixon. The latter two were sisters and their maiden news was 
Bizzell. 

In those days bear, penther, oatarmount, wolves and other ferootoue 
and dangerous eanizals abounded everywhere and the stook aad familiee of 
the new asettlers were constantly senaced by thelr depredations. Mr.Byrd 
like all others was amply supplied with old fashioned firelocks ,relying 
mostly, borever,like Daniel Boone,on a large bore old fashioned rifle, 
But he had en old revolutionery meket that 43d noble servioe on many 
occasions also. It was ia roasting ear tine that bear wea moet trouble- 
some for being of the hog family they are very fond of that cereal. In 
the sumer of 1 1933 a very large one began visiting %&,Byré’s field 
and he decided to tile out the musket for his bearahip. He took both 
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aclink 
faithful pieces slong when he went to the field. Welking along éowm the 
fence he suddenly saw the old fellow raise hie grizzley head up just oute 
side. ‘hk Byrd atoppod. The bear never discovered hin and jumped into 
the field. He mashed down the stalk with his hesd broke off the ear amt 
jumped over the fenoe with it. X.fyrd crept along side of the fance 
until he could heer the bear minching away at the ear of oorn. He lcok- 
ed through the crack and saw him rear up again and once mre he ang the 
besr were on the same side of the fence. Juat as the bear junped over 
My Byrd chot him through with his rifle. How came an exciting time.The 
bear mistook the direction from whénce the shot cams in an instant was 
within ten feet of MrsByrd, when suddenly the bear discovered him and 
leaped the fence agains Our hero was not frightaned but raised his ol4 
misket snd riddled bruin’s carcass with a charge of buck and bell as he 
started to run eway, ai e little further ha droppad dead. 

Panther creek haa been known for two thirds of a century. It rune a 
couple of miles east of Ozark and winds ite way in a southeasterly dir- 
ection to Judah river near the place settled by John Wyndham; It derived 
its nueme from the following circumstance. Zven in the abundance of wild 
geme and wild beas‘ts, an extraordinary large one attracted extra atten- 
tion among the early settlers. It teceme known that down this orvek a 
large panther hed his lair and it wag decided to hunt him out. On one 
ocoesion a large populer tree waa fonnd on its bank which had a big hold 
up some distance. It wags an immense tree, messuring several feet in dia- 
meter cven as kigh up as the hollow. It was noticed also thet it was 
ecratched constantly by some beast which appeared t6 make it ites home. 
It was decided to set a day, invite the neighbors and make the capture, 


Accordingly one Saturday in tha summer of 1820 Curt Byrd,¥illiam Andrews, 
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~Se 
Ben Yartin, Williem “ertin and his brother James, mt for the drive. 


The tooted their horns, bed a bountiful supply of armmuyition and their 
old firelocks were burnished to a feultless perfeotion, They started for 
the “big poplar." hen usar it the pigs tore out at break neck speed, 
with terrible yelling and the hunters joined the chase with all tre zeal 
of truo fronticarsmen, mingling their encourfeing he~e-e-e-s,¥ith the 
terrible din of the dogs all in hot pursuit. They knew game was up—big 
game—but thoy did not knov how lone the fun would last, nor little did 
these hanity heroes oare. It -ms fun and they were out for all it =as 
worth. However to their curprise the dogs did not rim mre thane belf 
mile before they treed whrtever they were chasing. The gsenerel impression 
that it was a bear was now contiraed in their minis, for had it been my 
other game it would heve run firther. Then a race was begun between tie 
hunteamen to see who should reach the dogs first. It was a closo one but 
Curt Byrd being swift on foot as well as a good shot, cutstripped his 
companions and reachea tha bey in advance. The dogs were cheered by hia 
presence ani made a terrible noine, Looking up from directly underneath 
a stooping tree et the root of which the dogs were barking, he discovered 
a monster penther sitting on e limh, grim end ferocious, reefy to match 
the very life out of him who sought to contest his right to supremcy in 
the forests of the ney world. if.FPyrd wes no long in deciding the issue. 
Steppin beck a little he raise’ his feithful rifle end Mred, tho beil 
peircing the panther just behind the forelegs. The ferocious mi woumnled 
beast, brought a vild scream and leaped to the ground from his lofty 
berch and made a break for liberty. But the deadly ork hed been dona for 
hig end a half mile further ha fell dead in his trecks. The Mmnters had 


ell gathered and a congiltetion “as hold. It was decided to elcin the gane 
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and return to the tree and cut it down. The skin when meesured marked 
nine feet feet from the tip of the nose to the end of the tale. According to 
the ethics recognized by ell the diseiples of Nimrod, the skin went %o 
Curt Byrd which he afterwards delighted to exhibit to hie frients as a 
trophy of thet fanous mnt. 

The party returned to the big tree and cut it down but foun nothing 
in it save the leis of the panther. Year by the bace of 6 timee enag tuok 
whioh had been, killed s:weral days, and a doe but recently killed, vere 
found covered up with stiokes,leaves trashe From that day to this that 


little stream has been calied Panther creek. 
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lll Fage 1 EARLY HISTORY 


W. Le ANIREWS 


From "The Southern Stax"--May 24, 1899 

Yoses Methows Sr., was eo Virginien anf probably sprang from the first 
English settlement of that stats. Prior to the Revolutionary wer he moved 
to the Neuse river, Samson County, North Cerolins, end when the struagle 
for independance broke ot, shouldered his musket in defence of tha cou~ 
ntry he loved. He was a aan of upright otarsoter steady ,firm,couTrageous, 
but nor querrelsoms. He amseed a large fortune as the will he mde be- 
fore his death an’ which is at thie writing in the banias of it. W.8.Mertin 
of Ozark bears teetinony. It is dated March 21,1894 eni wea filled with 
Evanier Melver,fa@ record, olerk of Darlington Hatriot court, South 
Carolina,the 10th of December 1794. It begins "In the nam of God amen," 
etc. Ence Mathews, armduke Williams his son-in-law; Deniel Windham, his 
@on-in-law; Mose*Mstthews Jr., John Matthews, Eémoni Metthews, Burrell 
Fallford, ami Owen Haliford,grandesons by first wife, were the beneficia- 
ries. The will provided that the "house hold furniture eni stocks of all 
kinds" be d@qually divided between "John,Moses end Edmond Metthews, ani 
Burrell eni Owe Hellford, all five whose came are now mmtioned after my 
Wife's deceased but not before. "Enos Matthers,John Matthews, Moses 
Matthews, Marssdule Williams were the exeoutors, Miceh Miron, tfoses 
Matthews and John Matthews vere witnessess. His children mm of then 
died eni others sought new settlenents. 

Moses Metthews,Jr., was a small toy et the breaking out of the 
Revolutionery war imving been born Maroh 12, 1773. Shen he grew up to 
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manhood he warried ‘iiss Truitt, daughter of Elijah end Mary Truitt, whose 
maiden name was Polk. By hear be reered four children, John Matthews; 
Wille, vho mrried Fenfsnin Anirews Rachelwife of Baneon Rughes, and 
mother of Capt. WN. thighes, Zlizabeth, wife of Elies Sansbury, end mth 
of Capte J. Ne Sanetiry, At her desth Moses Matthewa married Mary Truitt, 
his firet wife's elster, end to them vere tormtm ctildren, Eliam, 
4anie, John Merrick's wife; Mary wife of Seaborn, Sinsi, wife of Alexander 
Fields, Williem, M. Cordon, J. Calvin, Spencer 8, Sarah, wife of Robert 
Cates, ami Elijah Truitt Ustthews. Of these only threo ave living at this 
tine, Elijah, Spencer R. and Sereh Oates-the letter to are in Texns, 

Th children of hia first wife vere mrried off aml some of the first 
childron by ‘iis second vere erarn, »ben te cecaideé to swe to Alsbam, 
Elishes Matthews was the oldest an? in the eerly siring of 1824 brought a 
gam of money from South Cerolina to some gentlemen in Butler County. 
Heving acqueintsnces here he spent the summer with the returning to 
South Carolina in the fell. He told his father of the goodly lend he haé 
discovered, of ite excellent range and the abundance of its gane. It wae 
soon decided %o mals the mVe and premrations were begun, One thing stood 
in the wy of Elisha Matthews. Be loved the sprightly little Xiss leay, 
daughter of Reve Dempsey Dowling ond he could not lecve her. The diffis~ 
ulty wee compromised on the 28th day of Dec., when he lead the object of 
hie affections to Rymens altar. The latter part of Jenuery following the 
atert wee made. A lon trein loaded with household end kitchen furniture 
em mnbers of the fenily were lined up in the rd by the gete that 
morning. After adieus to friends and relatives anid tears, the train noved 
off, followed by the Panlly sleves, cattle, horses ané hogs. Behiné 211 


oem the olé gentlemn end his compnion and Elisha with his bride, riding 
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in chaisas, a two wheeled cart looking vehiclés, the like of which is 
unknorm at this day and tire. Tho joursey was necessarily tedious, but 
the party lanied et thea plece, now known as Bryant Peugbtry plece 

near the 014 Block House, late on the afternoon of Maroh 2, 1825, where 
they met « mst hearty reception at the haxée of a fer old friends who 

hed preceeded them by a few years Here the party broks up in ae shart 

tine afterwards Moses Metthews ore-ermpting a olaim at wheat 1e no. known 
as the Seaborn Gray place on Murricene oreek five miles south of tom, and 
Elisha Matthervs with his young bride settle further dam near ths forks 

of Chootawhachee and Jufieh rivers, Re mde one orop and moved back to 
Therrioane creek to what is nor known as the Esekiel Mallford pince. Hare 
in 1625 he cut the first stiok of timber ever out on Surricene oreek. Noe 
lands on the market yet he set up a ohain. Six years leter he moved to 
Olaybank settling tiree forth of a mile southeast Of the present location 
of his old rasidanos. In 1832 Moses &ttipews moved up to =f settled the 
ol4 Mathewa homestead one mile southwest from Ozark and now ococupied by 
the widow of Elijah Andrews. He hegen by building a xround log dwelling 
house and a kitchen of ths same material. Then he built houses for his 
sleves ang outhouses for other purposes, cleared lanie and laid his plana 
for a life time for he felt like he had reached the country for whioh he 
tad long sighed. He prospered as a green bay tree. The lands were fertile 
the oattle and horses on the range kept fat winter and mimer end inoreas- 
ed rapidly. Mis sla¢es increneed from natural causes and by purohese and 
it was not =my years until Moses Mathews setélem=t was a dietinguished 
land merk of the country, known beyont the borders of tie new State, and 

a monuent of ths skill wisdom and eturdy purpose of his wonderful geamius 


and manhood. Here he reared the younger menbers of his family to man end 
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womentood en! ag they mrried off he gave then comfortable settle nts 
erouns hin, here they reared familics. Som of these are dead, soma hove 
moved to other stetes end so are still in the country of their fore~ 
fathers. By the early fifties ths upper range hed been eaten dom end 
crow@ed out by the uilergruvth that was springing up ant he moved leree 
numbers of his cattle to the range on Choctawhatchee river. Byery reek or 
two hs had the negroes to drive up and kill beef for use at hom, ana t 
sell his neighbors, Theres res a triffling fellow lore by the nam of Realy 
who had tought beef from hin several times without paying for it. This 
fellow cee over one morning when the old gentlemm wes simehtering and 
stood round until the last quarter had be n carted off to the smke house 
end the ol4 gentlemn has started away. ‘ell, uncle fose”.,£81d Ready "I 
have co over to ase if I cm get a little piece of meat this morning*. 
"Hh" said the old mn-stoppins aml looking straight nt endye Then he 
enaolad his acuth in: that poculiar ray still distinctly remembered by those 
who knew him, end asked, “vhat did you say you wanted?" Beef, just a smali 
piece if you please," said Ready. Then the old mn caught hold of Ready 
ami said, "turn rount end let me ase. Yes, you've got your mrk. Tha seat 
of your breeches ia patched end what did you say your nem wes," "Ready 
Jack Ready." ‘Yes Ready Jade” Reitersted the old mm, "Always ready to eat 
uy beef but never ready to yay m for it.” This incident wae a true index 
to the sturdy ,honestchareocter of ‘hoses uatthews emi his lite abounded 
in stories of this sort still ramanbered Mere. The -riter remembers when 
e@ boy thst "erandpe Noses had thousends cf fine watermelons among his 
pindere in the old mpuntsin field north of his residence anf ,reanted some 
of them, ‘as in Ozerk one day ené learning timtithe old gentelmn was at 


tia residence of Hr. &. T. Hattheya I went to azk his permission. 11, 
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Ba 
my son, 8uid he looking dow from bis position on the porch” ami why did- 


n’t you do likes the reat of the boys; go end get"em without asking. I 
told him my father had taught m= not to do thet way. "Ah, your'e an hon- 
est boy, now @ end get just as mmny as you wem ani when you vent mre 
go end get ‘em. As I left he blessed me, ani that has besn one of the 
etrong incentives in right doing by me in all ay life." 

the eged couple lived to sse their sleves freed but etili had en 
abundsnce on which to live ani to divide amony thelr ohiildren.Hie come 
panion dieg August 8, 1867, ani be followed to their reward on the 9th day 
of Merch 1668. Both now Heep in the graveyard at oM Unton where they 
held their, mmbership from the tim Reve Remben KX, Brom orgen{zed a 
Baptist Church there. 

Elieha Matthewe remined at the place first settled on Olaybank until 
about tbe year 1653, when he moved out to the Deleville ami louisville 
road where the 014 residence now stends anf where he would beve probably 
died but for one thing. When courting his bride, be promised her = fine 
house if be livec to makm ite While he had sade mney during a long life 
of usefulness, bought lanis and slaves, he hed never kept that promise.He 
bed laid by treaures, of gold end sikwer end vhen the house of Prof, scott 
in Gzark was - saben at half its cost, he drew upon this recerve fund for 
$900 in gold end bought it in Jammry 1682. Thus he kept the promise of 
his youth when 79 yeers of age. Hie aged co®@ion died at this home 10 
O'ClOGk Pee, COt., 1884, ami he followed two years later bothebeing 
buried at old Glaybank, 

‘chen the militia wes orcanized in 1826 Rlishs Matthews was made 
pay master for this distriot, an office be held for mmy yeeras In 1629 
he tab eine Tax Assessor end Collector for Hetry county-no ‘rio 


= 
of this territory beving been mide at that tim. Hs held this office for 


two years. In 1839 be ms.appointed county treesurer after the territory 
whioh constituted Dele and Coffee wes divided end the county seat put at 
Daleville. This office be helé until 1848 by re~eleotion.Thet year he 
resigned to become a cendidate far the Senate ageinst George .Williens 
of Renry, the senatorial district then comprising the sams territory it 
doas at this day. He defeateé Williams by 800 votes a large mijority for 
@ srfreely settled county. He 64 true disciple of Jefferson mé firmly 
belfeved in "{tete’a rights" while William was a Whig. Having drawn a 
long term he served four years anf thec retired from public life to loc!: 
efter his inoreasing private interests. 

In 1824 on hie firet visit, Elishe Matthews taught a three mntbs 
school at Mi11's Branch on the tisee notoh roed this side of the Block 
Rousee Mr, tills paid him 20 per mpnth smi bosrd for the service. During 
the tine he was there Bill Stevens brought a poll boat up the river twice 
to the Block House ferry, the first ever floeted on the Chootavhatchee 
river. It was the custom of the crew to bring a little red whiskey along 
end at night have a dance at som settlers house, Stevans owned a large 
dog shich always accompanied the boat ani was tied to the sem stake to 
guard it while the orew wa off having a good tine. On one of these oc- 
casiong the dog attempted to gnaw loose but cut the wrong rope and naxt 
wrning his meter was surprised t+ find the dog stanaing on shore with 
the rope pulled around the stake and holding it with all his night. The 
water was en eddy et tie landing. 

In 1829 Zeke Bartlett, his brother,Tom Bartlett end a few others 
built a Primitive Cimroh the first in the county at wisest is mown as 


County line. In the early days cattle stealing was common and mry law 
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alo 
suite resulted from this sort of thing. At Bertiett’s meeting house a 


cow hide was hung up to test evary new settler. then a new mer entered 
the commnity he was asked if he had submitted to the requiremnts of te 
law. The tender foot wes usually ready to do enything the commmnity de- 
manded end would aek what they were. He was informed thet at Bartlett's 
church a con hide was hung up anf two men set to wateh it, end if he could 
n't steal it while they were looking he wouidu't do for a oitizen of Dale 
county. One day Elisha Matthews wae riding al“ng the roed down near the 
Block House and mt a min coming from towards Rertlett’s *' el1," said 
Col. Matthews, “I suppose you heve paseeé the cow hide at Bertlett’s 
ehureh end prow@m yourself unfit for oitizxenship in Dale County.” The 

new comer was astonished and asked what he weent. He was told the cow 
hide etozy whioh grestly incensed him and he let into ouwresing his new 
ecqusintance at a lively rate. Col. Matthews was good netured ani laugh- 


ed at the fellow until he became ashamed ani apoligized. 
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IW Pare 2. RARELY RLISTORY 
oY 
SOUP EAST ALABAMA 
PY 
wt. Le. Avmpnres. 


From "The Southern Ster"——“hy Zl, 1999. 

History first dawns on the Dowling family in Virginie and dates beck 
seven gmerations to Rodert Dowling. The idea hae abtetned thet he osm 
to this country from Ireland in the 17th century but it is doubtful it 
he was of Irish Blood. Ths name Robert reveals a reverence Mr kobert 
Fruoa, leader of Soott’s ani hero of the battle of Sterling Castle in 
which the pow r of Sdward the Third of Rngland was broken.Anothar potent 
reeson for believing that Robert Dowling wes of Scottisii uexoent is the 
erest dissimilerity in the oberacter of the Irish people end the well 
known traits of oheraoter balonging to the Dowlings the letter in all 
generations conforming more generslly to the sturdy chsrecter of the 
Sootts than to the Irish. 

Descenfients of Fobert Dowling. 

Kobert Dowling was Garried trico,both times in Virginia but of his 
first wife little ta mow. Of this union one son is know to have been 
born whose nem wes Wiljiom After the death of his wife Robert Dowling 
rarried Sereh Guinn,mambers of whose family leter on distinguiahed them 
selves in the Rerolutiomry wer. Ahout this time he moved to Derlington 
District,&.C.,and settled on Jeffer'e creek,where he acoumlsated prope-r- 
ty, reared e family ani (ied. 

Postirity of @lliea Dod ing. 

721.4em mist beve arrived st the estate of mmhood before his Fethr‘e 

secom rarriege for the reason he remined in Virginia. After his mrriage 


he folloved the footsteps of his fethear southwerd end settled on the Sey, 


anneh river in Barnwall district where he lived at the breaking out of 
the revolution in 1886 eni where he had lived several years prior to that 
tinme.Thres sons were born to hinm,Jabez,Micejah end Elijah who were ssall 
boys at thet tine.ve wis strong Americen in sentimmt ent his prominence 
in the comminity mde him the object of wrathful visitations at the hende 
of the Tories, being way Inyad by them ard muréered in his orn house, of 
his tiree sons very little is known but it 1s suprosed they moved to mia- 
dle os western States,the nace being rether numerous in Kentucky,Chio and 
Miesourl, 

By hie secont wife Fobert Dowling reared two cons,Jems and John 
em three daughters,Setsy,Sareh md Allie. 

John Dowling rmrried Nancy Boutwall by vhom he had aiz sons-Dempsey, 
Elias 2achsrias, Levi lien and £imeon-end three daughters Lydia, Fhoda and 
Jeuimh Jems Dowling mrried Polly Boytwell, sister of his brother's 
vife,by whom he had four sons, illiam,James,John and Wilis;sar throe 
daughters, Sallie ,Polly and Lettie.Millis merrieéd a mm by the name of 
#1lliam Gibson anit mvyed to Mississippi. But little is kmom of tha marr 
ijage of Sarad and Betsy,Kobert Dowling's other two daughters. 

Dampsey Dowling. 
Dempsey Dowling, son of John and Nanay Dovling,wes marricd to Martha 
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Stokes, Sept .£2,1803,in South Carolina,by whom he raised foxrteen childre, 


Seven sons- epley, Noel, Fletcher, John Mdward,James and Zinmamon,and 


seven dnughtors-Lacy,!€@lie Eiizabeth,the latter two vere twine Zillah, 


Marthe, Anse end Frmces, 
Wesley married Amanded'Ncal by whom be had three sons-Colno}Jasper, 


Mertin Ven Buran, (both died in the cause of their country) Frances tarion, 
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also desd-ant Elizabeth. 

Noel Dow.ling merrieé Sereh daughter of John amSslly McPoneald.the 
reared a fanily of nine chiléren-eight sons~iMassclone lefayette who died 
Jupe °¢,18¢%,et the ege of five yearse John -esley,Kho died Dec.1¢,1895, 
éngus,Sineon, James King who disd at Pensacola serving the omse of his 
country, @pt. 6,1861; Daniel Young, !ool Y. oad Gabriel . and one Caughter 
Anna Jene, who after tle death ef her first busbani,J. oT <Anith ,merried 
AA.Dall, ami died May Sl, 1895. 

¥letoher Dowling marvied Ceroline “artin to whom were born tc sons- 
Jeffercon now desd, am Anderson, woo lives with his mother in Texe,and 
two daughters ary Jene,wife of Jems Harris end Uargeret widow of Jeff- 
eraon Bottoms. 

Jom Dowling maxrieéd Cherlotte Brackin b7 whom he rasied tive wns~ 
Samiel Losson,"lisha, *’.C.,toel Ro Coorge .-, Jarret aod Iouisge, and tw 
daughters Leoy Ann,wife of John C.“arkoy ami Nancy Jeno,wife of John F, 
BeDonald. 

dwerd Dowling end Aum Oetes wore mrvied after the femily removed 
to Alabama and reised a large fenily, three sons,Jesse,} obert J., end 
b@die, ell of “hom are dead and six girle-Margeret,wife of Daniel Mart in; 
Betey,wife of Needham Hugi s; Jane,yife of Ranwm Byrd;0phelia,second 
wife of illis: Byrd, Susen,wife of 2r.J.C.Holmn; md “udora, wife of N, 
P. Dowling. 

Jame Dowling mrried NSency Martin and of their children #111lima Dowling 
who live in the lower wart of this county md his sister is the xife of 
Tim C. Lede 

Zinnamon Dowling meried Elizabeth Iagren by 1tom he raised a levge 
family of children mst of whom live in this end Coffee Counties. 
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Lacy Dorling mrried Elisha Matthews en& ss the mther of william 
Edy rd end lon T. both.of whom are dead,and of Jane Clerk,relict of Jaok 
Clark;Amuilja,¢ife of John Y.“artin; Martha . wife of .JeAnires;‘iary vi- 
dow of /illieam F.Martin,Retsy Ann, wife of Hugh McDonald,Tslithe,sife of 
Tames 0. Kons; ami mrgorot,first wife of .illiam syrd. 

Millie mrried illiem Cox, ant .F.Cox, Cornelia,:ife af Cray, 
Lilsh,vife of Henry Crsoy, aw “arthe, widow of the late Cordon _atthews, 
eve the surviving childron. 

Ziileh married Samel,son of Burzel1 “Uallford, They rearcéd a lovée 
family of ¢iiléren~Susan uri James who died in 1854, ecsley, ie fobert 
Skipper Dixon Hy Jes OC. Comion, ami ilburn, tte lest named three are dead 
end Josephine ,wife of Jems FPritc ett end Piety, wife of Ezekiel Hellfard. 

Mertha married Emanuel Perrish, hose two sons are in 1e%8s,emi Anna 
married James Parrieh.She died in 1857,leaving e family of eix children 
most of hom live in Texas 

Prences the youngest daughter mrrie Mathias Frackijend roised a 
laxge family of children,among whom ere Simson, rtha Jano,v.ife of Laf- 
ayette iotoalf,and arreo Brackin, 

Zacharias Dowling was an itinerent thodist preacher end carried 
the gospel of pesce to perishing thousanmie from the Chettahoucbse river 
tw westerm borders of the state during e lon life of usefulness beginne 
ing in the pioneer days. He was pian, end ecriptural in his mile of life 
almet to austerity but wee pure in heart end few yearaeince pessed to 
his revert from his late residence near Creenville. 

levi Dowling was one of the first settlers in Honeytorn ,B,et,ani was 
e@ local preecher of sreat usefulness. Ye had several chiléren,Fobert ant 


Wary being emeng then. The latter married e man by the nema of Saeyage and 
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was Jefta widd. 

The family never dabbled muc® in politics preferrim to live quietly 
end attend to t## 1x private Interasts. “here ‘s mm exception and toa 
tered degree in one instanc® Jom esley,son of "oel Dowling, sea mn 
of lar e brain and of noble impuls?s. hen the call to arms cane in 1861 
ha rais a company and on the rd of Ap il left for Pensacola where he 
served for one year. Feturning hom he was married to Miss Angie Jane 
Thomoson, * y 11, 1862. Hiss Thogpson wes of a distinguiamd Fey est am-~ 
ily,her f ther being engeged in trade vith foreign ports ené a latge ship 

mer,Soon he raised a co. ny of Cevalry ad returned to the arny of 
The confederacy as sc cont Lieutenant in Capt.levis compeny 2ard Alabama 
reghtent of crvalry. jie sexved e211 through the war up to the battle six 
miles fron Atlenta, July 6,1864,sithout receiving a ound. But in the 
Tight he was seriously wunied by & shell am his lffev s des ired of. 
By faithful nureging at the hands of his brother Peeler,ami his davoted 
wife,he receovered aiffiotently te return hom in the eerly fli. is am 
ing seved the lives of three old citizens. ar scenes hed ben transforned 
from a dream to thet of tragedy end no mm knew vilen his life was his ovn, 
The day after Lieutenant Spears hod bean killed by decarters,Brere’s Cav~ 
alry came up from Newton to investiacte. Cupt.Brery was furious yhen he 
fully realized the situation end wes prepare for dseds of desparation. 
ide had these three oitizens,old men,quiet end unobstrusive,errested on 
@ispicion of barboring the deserters -vho killed Spears end shot slex 
Speller. Aftar a brief conmuiltetion it wae decided to hang tien, At tiis 
moment Cant John “.Doviiing hobbled out to the front gate and called Capt. 
Brere to one side. hen toid #11 the evidence on ‘hich it ..as propasc ‘to 


rang then John .Dovling said to Cept.Prere,”"You'’ve got no evidenoe on 
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which ~ hang these men, and you shell not do it. I am an officer in the 
regular army am if you hang them I will report you to headquarters and 
have you courtmrtialled. "This settled it ani the mm ware sent back.” 

The Dowling femily is ons of the largest as well as oldest families 
in southeast Alebam anf their industry end intelligent frugality teve 
made the nam «a power in the finencial affairs of the country and fornsd 
the basis ofa large parcentage of the atability in its citizenship. Their 
Teligious convictions hmve done no lesa for the cause of religion end good 
sorels. Vhen the three brothers,Dempesy Zacharias snd Levi cnme here in 
1826 ons of the first things was %0 establish prssohing pleces and look 
after the spiritual welfare of the people.They were strict in their lives 
and in their teachinge going beyond ths stenfard of religious work usually 
recognized in pioneering. But they had the courege ot their convictions 
and persisted in planting the seeds of the gospel along with the evil 
whioh was svringing up on all sides. Their course often brought oritioian 
which ocoasionally ripened into bitter persecutions. rev.Dempsey Dowling, 
being the mst prominant as well as the most progressive ,came in fora 
lerger share of persecution but what mattered it. God seems to have set 
His eenl of approwal on the life and worke of this martyr to Hie cause fe 
while the mme ani posterity of his most rabid psrsecutors have almost. 
feded from among men the posterity of Hev.Dempsey Dowling like that of 
Abrabos: Lincoln,Have “becam as the eands of the sea and the stare of the 
heavens.”,ani possesees a goodly portion in the land of our fathers.Very 
few if any of them are homeless and they sre generally considered good 
oltizens. 

Wen the wer ended John W.Dowling returned to the peaceful pursuits 


of life,engsging in farming teeching andi in the fall of 1870 the mercent- 
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ile business. Ee found a men who could take the reoonstruction iron-clad 


and be engaged in mail contracting out of whioh he mede considerable 
money.He was eucceesful in every yenture seni acomulseted a lerge fortune. 
In 1869 he led the fight for removing the county site from Newton to 

Ovaxrk snd hae been one of the leading spirits in every laudable enterpries 
for the upbuilding of this section of the country ever since, contributing 
largely from hte private fortune to secure these ends.He subsoribsd one 
thousand dollers to the Alabam Midland railroad ani a considerable am 

to the Contral of Ga.,an4 hes given liberally to other enterprises .Being 

a man of independant thought,John .Dowling alweys espoused the cause of 
what he believed to be right,regardlese of any reward it might bring or 

of eny opposition it might arouse. He never sought political preferment 
for the honors it might secure. But for the good he might accomvlish.He 
served two terms very acoeptably in the Legislature from his county anf 
secured the passage of important bills. On Neo.1¢,1895, death cut him doa 
in the bloan of usefulnsse anid success, ani his reneing vere deposited in 
a vault at olf Cleydeank, 

Rev.Angus Dowling his brother was converted in 1854 at olé Claybank 
and soon efter was licensed to preech later he joined the oonference anf 
degen the work of hie life as a gospel preacher. He hae filled many lead- 
ing appointaetes in his conference and served as presiding elder doing 
most efficient work for tiie Master in whatever capacity he was assignedé 
to lsbor. Under his impashioned appeale thousends bave been converted end 
many thousends inepired to lead better liven. Ang yet hie work is not dm, 
To@ay he is doing as able work as ever in his past life ani in all prob- 


ability has long years of usefullsess still before hin.tiec has reared a 
noble family who give promise of great things for the Dowling name in 
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future, 


Cabriel Dowling present county Judge ie onother brother. He possese- 
ee many of the sterling qualities of his brother John #. and fron whom 
be learned mach of his waye during a business aszooiation of twenty years. 
He is making a noble officer,am has a future full of prunise,. 

Elisha a.Dowling the present sheriff is a man with marked probity 
of oharecter. He was elected to the office he is filling with cuch satis- 
fection, in 1696, ani will serve for ancther year, The faatly have been 
probably the heaviest tax payers in the county for three quarters of a 


century pest but have received only a Very emall parcantage of the 


emoliumente and honors of official life at the hands of the people. 
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¥. Page le RARLY HISTORY 


Amsy up in the atate famous for turpentine, perzi:mone,and hardy 
manhood,lived Jumes carroll, a pioneer and revolutiosary patriot. He 


possessed of a gvodly chare of this world’s goode inoluding @ number of 
noble eons end pretty daughters who inberited the aterling ohsractar- 
iaties of their honored father. <mong these were Major James Carroll. 
Reuben Cerroil,John Carroll Sallie, wife of Levi Etephens anf kebecca, 
the wife of Daniel Johnson. In those daya schools were not over abundent 
not the stend of edueation any too high,but Jemes carroll managed to 
give his ehildren the best advantages offered at that time in Semson 
Count, NeC. andi thet added to what the country commonly recognizes es 
good horse sense made them most worthy and exemplary eitizens. In 18268 
Major Jeses Carroll and hie brother John emme to 016 Richmond in what 
was then Henry county where the latter mafie one orop. ‘ejor Jemea Carroll 
desided to "team it" that yeer between Clayton end Monteomery,Fulton not 
having as yet dreamed of a eteamboat,anéd a man who mentioned the rail- 
road would have been eoncidered mad. It waa while thus engaged that the 


athletic young North Carolinian first distinguiehed himself in thie Stxate 
A cannct lay at the warebou e in ‘ontgonery whieh was looked upon aa a 


eart of aterloo to the man hood of that sge beeause nearly every one 


tried to raise it on end and ell aa usually failed to do it. On one of 
young Carroll's visits the big gun was raised on end to the surprise of 


the warehouseman sn4 wae esked when he would zeke hie nex$ trip. hen 
he returzed found fully a hundred men preeent to see him lift the big 
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enn, “Well,gentlemen” ,just to gratify your curiosity I will ehow hor 


it 16 done" ani then he turned it up apparently with ease. Thet winter 
the two brothere returned to the olf north State where John Carroll re- 
mained until 1630 when he returmd to the Fitoh place et Clay’ Hill in 
Pike county. He raised a large family-eight sons and four daughters-and 
died. In 1835 Devid and Reuben Carroll end Johnson Godwin same out to 
Alabama ani stopped near Clay's Hill until july and then removed to the 
neighborhood of Ozark,Heuben buying out the Redding Byrd homestead and 
David that of Burtis Byrd. In 1636 Jemes Carroll,&r. ,died at the old 


homestead ani was laid to rest emid the hills of hie native Stete,leav- 
itg hie widow ani their children to mourn hie loss. Dieoconfolate and 
lonely the old forth State no longer ceased like home to Mrs.Cérroll and 


in Decenber following she left in company with Major Jemes Carroll,Jr., 
am hie wife;Levi Stephens ani hie wife,Sallie;and her unmerried dan- 
ehter Rebecca, who afterwerds beoame the wife of Daniel Johnson,lending 


in Dale county, Janusry 3, 1657. 
Major Jamee Carroll,Jr., settled a place on Panther Creek tw miles 


east of Ozark on the Skippexville road, opened land and commenced farn- 


ing. He hed laid the foundation for hie fortuns emid the ecenes of his 
ohildhoeod ané brought with him to the new world a Sanfecme amount of this 


World’e goods. In 1840 he deoided to enlarge his borders, end efrteblished 
mereantile business api built a cotton gin at the place a mile above 


Ozark, afterwards omned by *.E.iatthews. About that time he was elected 
Major of the Oounty Militia a position he helé with oredit to himselr 


and honor to the ceuse he represented. His ventures proved euccessful 
beyond his expectations and he becams known as a rich man. He bought 


negroes ani increased the eize of his plantation. Finally he decided to 
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ms 
seek rioher lands where the yield would be greater end he settlad two 


miles further up the roed tovaris ckipperville where he built an elegant 
home ani completed the raising of his large family. He reared five sons- 
Debro, Janes H.,Fharoan,Cader and Major-~and four daughtere,cusan,wife of 
David Byrd: Penny,wife of Issac Byrd;Sarah, wife of HeZ.Parkpr,am Eliza 
wife of Josephus Turlington. When they grew up to young womanhood thoy 
were considered very beautiful and had many suitors. 

David Carfoll was thrice narried the first time to Mary,daughter of 
Lazarus Matthews in North carolina in 1819. By thie marriage they reieed 
eeven ohildren Easter,wife of Amos Jobnson.Ridley died at the age of 67>» 
ummarried;Jesse,Willie Rhoda, who dies et 18, ummerried;5o0lomon end John. 

Hie second wife wes Margeret daughter of John Matthews and by her 
he raised Gilley who married Folk Xetohm;Woah,Devid,Jr., irgarst wife 
of John Arnold,and Beady,wife of J.Heteeks, 

The third and last wife of David Carroll was Marthe £. daughter of 
Jessa end Sarah Johnson by whom he reised Willian, Yanoy,end Rebeoca, wife 
of George Rughes. 


The Carroll generetion in this country sprang from a hardy stook, 
one of the etaunohest pioneer fenilies of Korth Cerolina,and the scions 


transplanted seemed to take kindly to the eo1l anf olimate of their new 
homte 

The oammand to miltiply and replenish the earth has not been for- 
gotten end the earlier cettlers have left a large and noble posterity to 
bless the lands of their adopted hams. Theyarea emong the be,t oi tizens 
of the county, ibiuatrious ,frugal,firm in integrity of oheracter and re- 
lieble in every reletion of life. 


Of the eeveral sone of Major James Carroll only one curvives, yejor 
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Carroll,Jr.,ths youngest and who iives in Ozark. He has anseeoé a hang- 


soma fortune in addition to hie landed estates bolde a block of Alabama 
Midland reilroed stook ané ie one of ite board of directors. His son M. 
W. Carroll ie one of the leeding merchants of the town and a young man 
of bright promise. Of David Carroll's sone moh might be said of their 
progressiveness end the success they have made out of life, ziliis and 
Noah have been honored by publio trust,the first having been eleoted 
treasurer of this county in 1896 by « handeome majority an office he 
still fille with oredit to himself and honor to hie constituents.Noeh 
is in charge of the county farm,a position be fille ®ith satiefaotion 
to the board of county cammissionerse ani the people generelly.John 
Carroll hes never asked for office being oontent te oooupy hie own elegant 
home quietly and look after his private interests. Yansoy Carroll ie one 
of Dale"s most progressive farmere and in spite offour cent cotton is 


prospering. His handsome land holdings are well stocked with test breedea, 
hie berns ere kept full of farm produote and hie name and oredit ere above 


reproeoh. i. P. Carroll, son of Willie Carroll is among Ozark’s shrewest 
business men, ani the firm of Carroll & Casey ie doing ite share of the 
towns business. Daniel Casey, hie partner,divides time between the store 
and his faming intereste,making a success of both. 

It ie not out of place to tell a few things connsoted with the livee 


of John and Willie Carroll by which they made life worth,living for the time 


and furnished fun for the boys many yeare after. When war closed end the 
people resumed the duties of civil oitizenship they returned to the old 


qustom of bauling their produce to river pointe by wagon,for there wore 


no railrocds then. 
When Dowlin & Garner opened e dusiness in 1870 at Ogark they hed a 
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six horse wegon built an& in 1876 Elisha Andrews was mede teamster. Other 


firme either owned or employed teams to make reguler trips to the markets 
Bufaula being the most patronized. Ae the town grew larger and demands of 
trade greater the wagon train to Eufaula grew larger. In the fall they 
corried up cotton and brought back goode and in the spring they brought 
beok euano. The teanstere loading both ways obarged a less freight rate 
than when they hauled only one wey. It gensreliy recufring about five 
Gaye to make the trip with mules, and a little longer with oxen-the tine 


somewhat depending on the condition of the roads.The treyel. was eo great 


that camp fires were seen every few miles on the road and teens were con- 
timually mot going either way. At the other end of the line Bufsula mide 


emple provieion to handle business eo profusely thrown into her lep by 
the wiregruss belt, and eke grep ricoh and etrong. New werehouses vere 
built,her banking facilities increased, new firms went into businese and 
the old ones enlerged their facilities. A large number of men ere employ- 
ed to hendle this inmense trade,among whom were oitizons of the eurround~ 
ing counties whose trede the various firms hoped to handle. New hotels 
and reetauarants were eet up and other things done whioh go to mike up the 
business of a live little city. This my be callet the golden period in 
the history of old Irwington, or Eufauls,ami it was during this time tint 
she erassed great wolath some of which reanins to this day. It wes greet 
times then,"eople had plenty of money and were in good humor. Of all the 
jolly crews thet paddled a wagon t rein between Ozerk ami Eufanls,John 
Carrol3,¥illie Carroll am John F.Faulk vere the boys. It was not infreq- 
uently that the merchants of Ozerk would take a trip up with the wegon 
txain by way of varying the program ani incidently to attend to a little 


business in 1875 John ani Willis Carroll,William Feust ani Dr. James 
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Bottans,went up together and decided to have supper at the hotel with 
Unaie "Billey” as their host.They registered in good shape and waited 
for the bell to ring. "hen eupper wae announced they were hungry ap 
wolves and otherwise prepared four su»per or anything else that might 
happen. They eat down and began to eat. Directly the little semple dish- 
e8 were Oleaned owt and then they wented supper. More wae brought in. 
They ate that and emong other thinge a lot of fine butter and still called 
for nore. The landlord was nervous. He was going to get fifty cents a 
piece out of that orowd ami they had already eaten mre than that. They 
wanted more and it was brought. "Gentlemen, is mighty fine butter, it 
costs forty centa a pound,” said the Proprietar sadly as ha sew it dis- 
eppeering. "Yes,"' said unole Hilly, "How much better it might have been 
if it bad only cost eighty cents a pound, it is bully,” end the poor 
landlord as utterly helplese es he was disgusted left the dining room. 
When the toys bad finished they went in to settle. Ths proprietor wanted 
one dollar each. But they held him dom and when he saw it was no use to 
kick ageinst that good natured crowd who were out for a lark he eocoepted 
the usual fee and eaid no more. 
fo tell all the interesting events of these golden days of good 

humor would require a book of itself and I will be content with leaving 
this subject far the present in the hands of those who still survive and 


who om Call up many things over which to enjoy a hearty laugh. 
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From “The Southern Ster"--July 11, 1899 

August 25, 1848, a Baptist churoh was instituted by Rev. U. H. 
Parker et the residence of .illiam Andrews two miles east of Ozark. A 
constitution with twelve articles of faith wae subscribed to by the foll- 
owing sembers: Killiem,7 MAndrews, mei!.Andrews Thoms B.Andrews J. 
H.Martin, 83.4 Martin,2 Chamblies,John Chambliee, Frances Andrews ,Mary A. 
L.Andrews,Sarah A.Mertin,Caroline Chemblies and Lucy Chambliss, Thomes 
B.Andrews was elected olerk and Z.Chamblies ordained deacon.This was 
the bexzinning of whet is now Union church as we shall presently see. 
Parker continued as pastor until Sect. 1, 1849,when the church called L. 
R.Sims to serve the next year and elected William Anérews its first de- 
legate to the association. Kules of decorum were necessery and at their 
meeting Nov. 24,1849 the ohurch appointed ¥.M.Andrews,Loule Mullina and 
ym-Andrews a cogmittes for this purpose. Their report was received ani 
adopted Deo. 15,following,but these rules were soon “changed for others" 
ee the reoord has it. Meetings were held regularly far the transaotion of 
church business and preaching and in August 1850 a series of. servicee 
were held whioh resulted in several additions to the Church among whom 
vere iiliem Coz,flisha Anfrews and Bennett Whitman. Belisving foot waeh~ 
ing to be enjoined by the scripture the church resolved Merch 15, 1852 
to observe it twice a year, the oeremny to take piace on Saturday night 
before celebrating the Eusharist on cunday. 

Thomas Andrews having resigned Moses G.Matthen» wes elected Clerk 


in April 1852. June 12, be wae elected to deacon’e order and ordained to 
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that office by L.R.Sime and P.Belecy July 10, 1852. The church was not 


strong numerically but seemed to have life anGugh to deal with refraot- 
ory members as the law directs. Committees were appointed ani offenders 
brought to the bar of the church and wren they refused to give satis- 
faction were turned out. The church was doing fairly well under all the 
circumstances but they little thought what good things were in store for 
them only a short time ehead. 

During the epring Rev. Reuben E.Brom,his son Reuben Brown,Jr.,and 
D.P white author of the Sacred Herp,appeared in this county coming from 
the state of Georgia. The elder Brown was 4 man of genius as well as a 
preacher of ability and many interesting stories are told of him at the 
present day. Among other accomplishmants he was 4 noted vocalist. Hs had 
a splendid voice,full,rounded,rich and he had trained it well,and by his 
good singiig as well as preeching he always attracted large crowds where 
ever he appeared. He made the acquaintance of Moses Matthews a wealthy 
planter in the neighborhood and it was proposed to hold a meeting at the 
Spring near Gordon's Tannery. Mr.watthews took his negroes and & arbor 
was built and seated ready for the service which was to begin early in 
Auguet. Crowdes gathered and the services began being held under the arbor 
during the day and at Hoses Matthews residence at night. The results vere 
gratifying .ir-Matthews and several members Of his fanily were ccnverted 
end amXng seventeen applicants for membership.4ét the olose of 
the meeting little Claybank was dammed up just above the old ford and 
below the bridge now on the Haw Ridge road,where Brown baptised the new 
members. He gave them letters to the ohurob at Andrews and they present- 
ed them to that ohurch Sept.11,1852. This was a most important meeting. 


They were received and the name changed from Andrewe to Union Church. 
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This wae done with the understending that the Andrewe church property 


be sold and thet a new houee of warship be built at the arbor rhere 
Brown hed held his meeting. Moses Matthews was thoroashly enlisted in 
the movement and gave two scres of lend for church purposes,for he 

owned all this part of the country then,and took his negroes to the woods 
and got out the timbers and shingles. In the meantime he set teama to 
hauling lumber from Andrews mill this side of Newton and all hands pull- 
ing together the building was soon completed and on Nov. 13, the firet 
meeting was held in it. This was the dawnisg of a new era of prosperity 
in the hietory at Union. The fourteen cherter members at Andrews Church 
in 1648 hed grown to more than forty end was still increasing. Sims wae 
a successful pastor and continued the work until August 12,1854 when he 
was succeeded ty Daniel Cumbie,a noble,good men,who loved to sing and 
presch as good as ever Heuben &.Brown did,though he Bight not do it so 
well. In the spring Darien church recommended Zacharias Harrie to Union 
churoh for ordinetion ani he was set apart for the ministry April 30, 
1854. LeReSime and Daniel Cumbie constituted the presbytery. Daniel 
Cumbie after three years degided to give up the pastorate and the church 
called Rev. CeSmith Sept. 27, 1857. He refused and they called again for 
the services of 1,R.Sins,but he likewise refused. In Nowenber T.S.Due 
ecce sted the oall and served two yeare, when Rev. C.Smith wae egain called 
but refused. Due continued to serve until he rexoved to Florida end hie 
place taken by Rev. *.H. Howell of Daleville,March 3, 1860. The following 
September Howell wae called for another year and on November 3,wae paid 
$18 for hie years selery. He resigned the pastorate and wae succeeded by 


Rev. C.-Smith,March 19,1861, During these intervale in the pastorate,Rev. 


Z-Herris and othere rendered services for the brethren. In May Rev. C. 
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Smith and family placed their mexbarehip at Union. During the spring 
and summer severe] male aembers had enlisted in the oause of their cou- 
ntry and in Septembes* the church rolls showed only 18 males. There were 
57 females. It is understood these members were made up of both whioh 
and colored. The ohureh kept up regular services ae the months rolled 
by but without any special feature more than the annual protracted ser- 
vice. On June £0, 1863,M.G.#atthews resigned as clerk and deacon,to enter 
the aray and James Martin was elected to succeed him ss clerk. Sept.19? 
1863. 

The pastar was discouraged but did not give up as he esr the church: 
@radually losing interest. So many bad gone to war snd yet the south was 
losing ground every day. Ber ourrerncy was depreciated and those et homes 
could almost feel the keen blade of abolition as it out away their sleovee. 
The how was gloogy and despair vould have overtaken Bany but for that 
“hope whioh springs eternal in the humen breast." In spite of these 
things Rev.¢.S.Smith Gecided to attempt a protrected meeting and invited 
Rev,kaneos Beal to assist him, and on Saturday July 16,1864,he began a 
series by preaching an eble sermn to the faithful few. The meeting continued 
for severel days with fair results and then closed. Shortly after 
this the people of this section began to feel the real horrors of war and 
church inetitutions now mre keenly then ever felt the demoralizing in- 
fluences of oivil strife. The minutas of Sept.17,1864 were full but that 
was the lsst church conference held by Union until after the conflict 
wae over. Fountain was killed,Lieut.cpears assassineted snd Alex Speller 
shot ,Prim,lyers and Sketo hung,tioye Mizell,Spencer Hiwards wounded, 
Sanders crow wore raiding and the whole country was in a constant etate 


of dreadful tureoil. But at last the dogs of wer were called off andg the 
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white winged messenger of peace once rmore plumed itself under the gen- 


jal sunshine of southern,skies,end hope revived. Though care worn and 
disheartened thosa who had survived returned home and joined their fam- 
ilies and all cast about to see what should first be done under the new 
conditions by zich they trere confronted.The church sent out comaittees 
to look after the members fortunate enough to get home and many returned 
to the fold of their first love. 

The first churoh sonference held by Union after the wer was June 17, 
1665. Shon M.G.Matthews resumed hie duty ae deacon,but Jems Martin con- 
tinued as Clerk.July 15,1665. .F.Cox was elected to descon’s orters md 
was ordained August 19 following. Ths church haf been depleted by the 
war but Rev.C. Smith end ohuroh resolved to make ea bold fight for the 
right. To aid them Rev.Z.Harris was called to preach for the Daniel 
Cunibie was authorized to baptize and give letters anywhere in the bounfis 
of the Union congregation. December 19 following fev.Zliarrie and family 
asked for letters and soos removed to Conecuh County. 

So far as the old ohurch records show the first effort to reise 
miesionary money at Union wae on Sept.14,1867 when $36 was subscribed 
for domestic miselone. Two yeare bad now paseed since the close of the 
war and with good crops anf health proeperity was agein beginning to 
hover over our glorious land. Glcooious ,yes,as glorious in defeat ae in 
victory for though crushed by superior force the spirit of the proud 
southerner wes never conquered. He still lifted his proud head up to 
heaven ené with @rawn sword stool ready to strike for God,hote and cou- 
notry. In this wood he asewnmd ean attitude of unity and brotherly love 
towards the world at large a‘#i "brethren of the seme faith end order” 


in pertioular. Onion sent Jenes Martin and J.W¥.Martin as correspondents 
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to Ebenezer in March 1868; Louis Mullins to Pleasant Hill and at other 
tima sent correepondents to Newton,Antiooh Lerien and other churches. 
June 20,1668 J,CeMatthews ,B.8.Martin md N.Byrd cams to Union as cor- 
reepondents from Darien aleo G.8.Clark of Mhbenezer and T.Glenn of Anticch 
appeared. They were heartily received and entertained by the brethren of 
Union. 

After serving the church two years longer during which the sare 
spirit of Christian zeal and obarity were shown Rev.0.Smith heving aolh 
his property here,decided to :emove to Haw Ridge.The county seat had 
been moved to Osark and the new town laid off. On June 15,1870 he resign- 
ed a pastorate that hed covered a period of nine years and Rev.Fitt kK. 
Callaway was calied to succeed hig. Mr.Callaway was & man of distinguish- 
ed lineage anf marked ability. Under his pastorate the church continued 
to prosper end some changes were mide which signalled an epooh in ite 
history. He served during that yesr and on Oct.22,1870 was called for 
another year. In January the ohurch roll of memberehip was straightened 
out ,and the rules of decorum revieed, February 16,1871,Judge L.B.Brow 
end family placed their istters in the chirch.Tha rules of decorum were 
@dered to be read quarterly and Seaborn Hughes was elected the firet 
Treguiar sexton in the churches history. Prior to that tims the house had 
been looked after by the members mostly by the deaconesAnother question 
of importenoe was brought up at this meeting. rom ite foundation the 
church at Union bad retained fellowship with colored members,.When the 
war olosed and the sléVee freed the ohimrch made no change in its attitude 
towards colored chureh fellowship. But at this meeting Mr.Calleway sugges- 
ted that the colored people set up house f@ themselves end the subject 


was discussed with the result that the oonference held July 15,1871 wes 
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by whites alone,the colored conference being held the next day,but under 
the regular moderator ,Bryant Flowers put his ietter in at this confer- 
ence and was received into fellavship. Twenty three colored mabere ask- 
ed for letters at the conference held August 20,1871 but it was deferred 
until next meeting. Afterwards their applications were withdrawn ani they 
continued. James Martin having resigned as clerk,i.B.Brown was elected 
to that position July 16,1871 and he wrote the constitution and rules of 
decorum adopted by the colored church at its organization June 29,1872. 
Williams presided over the conference then but was soon succeeded by 
Cull Shivers as pastor.eBryant Flowers and Harrison Miller were ordained 
deacons and Brigit Matthews elected clerk.At the meeting Riohard Blackman, 
Simon thatley and Bryant Flowers were appointed to confer with a like 
committee from the mother church concerning their financial interect in 
the Union church property. 

That fall Galeway was succeeded by James M.Poyner es pastor,a wise 
conservative wan.eHe sarwed the church fourteen years conescutively md 
was successful. In 1881-2 a bandsom neg church building was erected 
unger his administration north and e littis west of the old building. He 
was succeeded by Ransom Deal and he by Rev. P.l.Moseley.Than came Rey. 
H.C.tiurley who was succeeded by ReveJ.? Piokinson.Then the church re- 
called Rev.ek.Deal who still is serving very Soceptably as pastor. During 
this period of 27 years many revivele heave been had the moat impartant 
of which occured during the administration of Hurley. That cumer Rev. H. 
L., Martin,a brilliant,zealous man held a series of meetings which were 


distinguished by a sweeping revivel power. 
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